
Walt Whitman
Thomas Carter and Corina Campbell



Walt Whitman

Å Born on Long Island on May 31, 1819, 
Walt Whitman was the second son of 
Louisa Van Velsor and Walter Whitman, 
a house builder. 

Å When he was twelve, he began to learn 
a trade at a printer and soon grew very 
fond of writers and authors including 
Shakespeare, Homer, Dante, and the 
Bible. He worked at a printer in New 
York City until a disastrous fire destroyed 
the printing industry. 



Walt Whitman

ÅWhen he was seventeen he 
started teaching in a 
schoolhouse, but soon after 
he began his career as a full 
time journalist. He edited 
many New York and Brooklyn 
newspapers, and when he 
moved to New Orleans to 
become the editor of the 
Crescent



Walt Whitman

ÅAt the outbreak of the Civil 
War, Whitman vowed to live 
a cleansed life. 

ÅHe wrote freelance journalism 
and visited the wounded at 
New York-area hospitals.


