Nathaniel Hawthorne

Nathaniel Hawthorne was a mid 1800’s New England Puritan.authorsinfluenced by
puritan family backgro'l;l‘nd'and belief in determil;\‘isrh. He is known as the'.%irs't professional
writer. Hawthorne attended Bowdoin College from 1821-1825. His major themes ofiwriting
'includé’: aIIegory{ Italian |:;ackgr'§’und, purj';an new ‘I'Engla‘ri.d, pride, problem c;f guilf, ’initiatior),'

alienation.

Born July 4" ,18.04,.to a strict ,religious p'urit.an family. ' The Hathdrne.s were involved in
'religic_).us"persecution in r('egards. t&'WiIIiam Hathorpe. AIgo, "-}_ohn Hathorne, was a_ju&'g_e
involvyed in the s_,eventeenth—cehfury Salem.witchcraft triya>ls, where dozens were ayc>cused of .
being witches and later exe;uted. Nathaniel later and the “w” to this last namé because of
ti’\ese reasons. During'; p(:ariod of immobility, dl-;e t;) a leg injury, he deve-i‘op;'ad a taste for
thinking-and reading. The only boy of 3.children and lived with his mother when hisfather died

in 1808.
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one of the most imb'drtarﬁ w‘rifes of his time. 3
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HaW;hoﬁe"s most productiv_é;tim", he wrote The Hou_kf of the Seven Gables, Ths Blithedale W
Romance, A Wonder Book (1852), and Tanglewood Tales (1853). Hawthorne is recognized as
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