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The Novelistic or Dramatic 

Approach

At the beginning of the story, we are at the house of the speaker, or  the 

protagonist. He somehow gets a package from the Acme corporation. The label on 

the package says, ñBuild a World to Be.òThe protagonist opens the box and finds: 

wishes, a time machine, a magic wand, and a globe made out of gold. There are no 

instructions, so he can do whatever he wants with the package. He then knows 

what he wants to do: use the Build a World to Be kit to change the world. Not long 

after he begins creating his perfect world, he runs into a problem. He realizes if he 

is discovered, they will  view him as a nuisance. He decides it is a risk he is willing 

to take, and continues on cautiously. He eventually turns the world into his own 

masterpiece, and encourages others to do the same.



The Realistic Approach

One of the biggest issues in our lives right now is the upcoming election. In lines 9-12, 

the author tells us to imagine what kind of world we want, and make it happen. Thatôs 

exactly what we do when we choose a president. In line eight of the poem, he says 

ñHistory starts nowò, and every presidential election we get a chance to start over. By 

electing the right person we can ñbuild a masterpieceòand make the country exactly 

how we, as Americans, think it should be. That is the main point of the election, 

choosing the person who will change the country into what we think is best. Like the 

theme of the poem, each new candidate is a fresh start and another chance to make the 

world a better place.



The Thematic Approach

Basically, the theme of the poem is the world is what the people make it, 

and it can always be changed.  History starts when we decide  to start it, 

and our life remains in our control. When the author says, ñWhat kind of 

world do you want?  Think Anything.òIt shows he wants the listeners to 

know they decide what kind of world they want to live in, and it can be made 

into whatever they please. Our current world is far from perfect, but if 

everyone tried, we could ñbuild a masterpieceòand make it exactly what we 

desire; the way it should be.


