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Lyrics
In this farewell

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÂÌÏÏÄ

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÁÌÉÂÉ

Ȭ#ÁÕÓÅ )ȭÖÅ ÄÒÁ×Î ÒÅÇÒÅÔ

From the truth

Of a thousand lies

So let mercy come

And wash away

7ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ

)ȭÌÌ ÆÁÃÅ ÍÙÓÅÌÆ

4Ï ÃÒÏÓÓ ÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ 
become

Erase myself

!ÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÇÏ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ 
done



Lyrics contd.
Put to rest

What you thought of me

While I clean this slate

With the hands of 
uncertainty

So let mercy come

And wash away

7ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ

Chorus

7ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ

I start again

And whatever pain may 
come

Today this ends

)ȭÍ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ 
done



Novelistic/Dramatic Approach

Bob forgives 

himself for 

being so 

wasteful.

The story  begins with Bob, a 

typical man from the United 

States. Bob is very wasteful. 

He drives a big SUV and 

never recycles.

Bob starts to  

feel bad 

about his 

lifestyle, but 

he doesnôt 

do anything 

about it 

because he 

thinks he 

couldnôt  

make that 

much of a 

difference.

Bob begins 

changing his 

ways. He 

buys a 

smaller, 

more 

compact car 

and starts 

recycling his 

paper and 

plastics.

Bob finally feels good about 

himself and what heôs done. Heôs 

learned that everyone can make a 

difference, no matter how small.



Realistic Approach
4ÈÉÓ ÓÏÎÇ ÉÓ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ 
done something wrong, but learning to forgive 
yourself and trying to fix it. One issue that has 
been mentioned frequently lately is global 
warming. This song has a message about global 
×ÁÒÍÉÎÇȢ 9ÅÓȟ ×Å ËÎÏ× ×ÅȭÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÁËÉÎÇ 
care of our planet the way we should, but if we 
forgive ourselves, like the song says, we can start 
trying to make things right again. 



Thematic Approach
The theme and lesson of this poem is simply to 
ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȢ 7Å ÁÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÍÉÓÔÁËÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ 
important to get over yourself and learn from 
them. Even if you might not be sure of yourself you 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ȰÃÌÅÁÎ ɏÙÏÕÒ ÓÌÁÔÅɐ 
×ÉÔÈȣÈÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÕÎÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÔÙȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÙÒÉÃÓ ÓÔÁÔÅȢ 
Everyone deserves second chances, and third, and 
fourths, so learn to move on and use them.



Allusion Approach
4ÈÅ ÓÏÎÇ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ $ÏÎÅȱ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÎÄÔÒÁÃË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
movie Transformers. In the movie, an alien race called 
autobots are searching for something they call the allspark, 
which can help keep them alive. Archibald Witwicky finds 
one of the autobots, and the autobot gives him a map to 
show him where the allspark is hidden. A century later his 
grandson, Sam Witwicky, played by Shia Labouff, buys a 
car that is actually an autobot and finds the map. The song 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ $ÏÎÅȱ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ 3ÁÍ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÓ ÔÈÅ 
effects of his grandfather finding the autobot. His life has 
been completely changed due to the autobots.



Musical Approach
There is really no rhythm or rhyme in this piece. The most 
common types of feet found are iambic feet and anipestic
feet. There are also a few amphimacer and trochaic feet. 
The only pattern I could find was that each verse and even 
the chorus begin with iambic dimeter. Often the lines only 
have one foot. Sometimes, such as in the second verse, the 
verse starts out as only one foot, but by the end of the verse 
the foot has been added on to in each line. There were not 
any cases of alliteration, assonance, or consonance that I 
could find. The effect of the short lines is that you pay more 
attention to the words because they are given in short 
bursts.



English Teacher Approach
In lines two through three there is and example of both 
parallelism and an anaphora. Lines six and twelve are 
hyperboles. Also in lines seven and eight there is 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÅ ÏÒ ×ÁÓÈ 
anything away. As far as the text goes there is not much in 
the way of figurative language, but the music video uses 
many juxtapositions to get the point across. Images of an 
over weight man are shown side-by-side with images of 
starving people from Africa. This really adds to the effect of 
the video. Instead of just showing the people from Africa, 
the over weight man really helps you understand the 
comparison.



Significant Event Approach
This song was written very recently, so it deals with some 
very recent issues. The music video is the best place to look 
to understand the song. In the music video there are 
images of the 9/11 attacks. There are also images of starving 
people from Africa and images that pertain to global 
warming such as images of polar bears and penguins. All of 
these are concerns that have been emphasized in the past 
decade, and many of the images depict things that could 
have been helped if the leaders of the world had taken 
some responsibility and some action.



Art History Approach


