Modernism refers to the bold new experimental
styles and forms that swept the arts during the first
part of the twentieth century.

Avlodernism reflects a loss of faith in traditional
values and beliefs, including the American Dream.
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Events of the early twentieth century brought a loss
of innocence and a strong disillusionment with
tradition. These events included

ANorld War | (19141 1918), which resulted in
destruction on a scale never before seen

Ahe Great Depression that followed the 1929 crash
of the New York stock market 9
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Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso
explored new ways to see and
represent reality.

An the Russian Revolution of 1917, Russians
adopted socialism as the new system of
government. Socialism was in direct opposmon
to the American system of capitalism. "

ASigmund Freud, founder of psychoanalysis,
Introduced new insights into the working
of the subconscious mind.
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AThe 1919 Prohibition law led to bootlegging and
ushered in the Jazz Age.

An 1920, women in the U.S.A. won the right to vote.




ANew experiments with form and
technique in both poetry and
prose

A new kind of hero who is
flawed and disillusioned yet
honorable and courageous

Auestioning of traditional
beliefs and social structures
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ASymbolist poetry focuses on the emotional effect
that objects can suggest and leads readers to
discover truths through their own intuition and
Imagination.

AThe Imagists emphasized the importance of using

the nNnexacto word to create
chose everyday words over flowery, sentimental
language.

AThe Harlem Renaissance was a powerful upsurge
of African American cultural expression begun in
1920 in Harlem, New York.



